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INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO ACDA-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NASA-02 NSC-05 ERDA-07 /054 W 

240702 023075/14 

R 24025 0Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5651 

UNCLAS TOKYO 2543 

DEPT PASS TO NASA HQ, CODE I 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TSPA, JA 

SUBJECT: SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF NASDA ETS-II SATELLITE 

1 . NASDA LAUNCHED ETS-II BY N VEHICLE AT 5:50 PM FEB. 23 (JST) 

FROM TANEGASHIMA SPACE CENTER. ETS II IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN 
PLACED SUCCESSFULLY INTO TRANSFER ORBIT INTERMEDIATE TO 
SYNCHRONOUS ORBIT. SATELLITE NAMED QTE KIKU NO. 2 UNQTE (ITS 
INTERNATIONAL REGISTER NO. IS 1977-14A). ITS LIFE TIME IS ABOUT 

6 MONTHS. 

2. KIKU NO. 2 IS TENTH SATELLITE LAUNCHED BY JAPAN. UNLIKE 
ITS PREDECESSORS, SATELLITE IS TO BE PLACED INTO SYNCHRONOUS 
ORBIT 2-4 WEEKS AFTER LAUNCH. IF THE MANEUVER IS SUCCESSFUL, 

JAPAN WILL BECOME THE THIRD NATION TO PLACE A SATELLITE IN 
GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT. 

3. SATELLITE'S CURRENT ORBITAL PARAMETERS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

PERIGEE: ABOUT 190 KM; APOGEE: ABOUT 36,000 KM; PERIOD IS 

1 1 HOURS. PRESENT PLANS CALL FOR FIRING APOGEE KICH-MOTOR 
ABOUT 1:00 PM FEB. 27 (WHEN SATELLITE WILL HAVE COMPLETED 
ITS 9TH ORBIT). 

4. NO DATA YET AVAILABLE ON FUNCTIONING OF SATELLITE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ITSELF. 

5. DEPARTMENT AND NASA MAY WISH TO SEND CONGRATULATORY 
MESSAGE TO DR. HIDEO SHIMA, PRESIDENT NATIONAL SPACE 
DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, WORLD TRADE CENTER BLDG., 4-1 
HAMAMATSU-CHO 2-CHOME, MINATO-KU, TOKYO 105. 

SHOESMITH 
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